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S. Doc. No. 290. 54th Cong., 1st Sess. (1896)
54TH CONGRESS,} 
1st Session. 
SENATE. .{ DOCUMENT 
No. 290. 
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
MAY 26, 1896.-0rdered to be printed. 
Mr. PE'.l'TIGREW presented the following 
CONFERENCE REPORT: 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on certain ainendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 6249) 
making appropriations for current and contingent expenses of the 
Indian Department and fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian 
tribes for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, and for other purposes, 
having met, after full and free conference have agreed to recommend 
and do recommend to their respective Houses as follows: 
· Th.at the Senate recede from its amendment numbered 66. . 
Amendment numbered 37: 
That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of 
the Senate numbered 37, and agree to the same with amendments as 
follows: 
Add at the end of said amendment the following: 
That said commission is further authorized and directed to proceed at 
once to hear and deterniine the application of all persons who may apply 
to them for citizenskip in any of said nations, and after such hearing 
they shall determine the right of such applicant to be so adrnitted a.nd 
enrolled: Provided, however, That such application shall be made to such 
commissioners within three months after the passage of this Act. The said 
commission shall decide all such applications within ninety days after the 
same shall be made. That in determining all such applications said com-
mission shall respect all laws of the several nations or tribes, not incon-
sistent with the laws of the United States, and all treaties with either of 
sa,id nations or tribes, and 8hall give due force and effect to the rolls, 
usages, and customs of each of said nations or tribes: A.nd provided fur-
ther, That the rolls of citizenship of the several tribes as now existing are 
hereby confirmed, and any person who shall claim to be entitled to be added 
to suid rolls as a citizen of either of said tribes and whose right thereto 
has either been denied or not acted upon, or any citizen who may within 
three months from and after the passage of thi.s act desire such citizenship, 
may apply to the legally constituted court or committee. designated by the 
several tribes for such citizenship, and such court or committee shall 
determine such application within thirty days from the date thereof. 
In the performance of such duties said commission shall have power and 
authority to administer oaths, to issue process for and compel the attend-
ance of w-itnesses, and to send for persons and papers, and all depositions 
and affidavits and other evidence in any form whatsoever heretofore taken 
where the witnesses giving said testimony are dead or now residing beyond 
the limits of said Territory, and to use ~ /air fJlll,d reasonable means 
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within their reach for the purpose of determining the rights of persons 
clai?ning such c-itizenship, or to protect any of said nations from fraud or 
w1'0ng and the rolls so prepared by them shall be hereafter held and con-
sidered to be the true and correct rolls of persons entitled to the rights of 
citizenship in said several tribes: Provided, That if the tribe, or any per-
son, be aggrieved with the decision of the tribal authorities or the commis-
sion provided for in th'is act, it or he may appeal from such decision to the 
United Sta,tes district court: Provided, however, That the appeal shall be 
ta.lcen within sixty days, and the judgment of the court shall be final. 
That the said comniission, after the expiration of six months, shall 
cause a complete roll of citizenship of ~ach of said nations to be made up 
from their records, and add thereto the names of citizens whose right may 
be conferred under this .Act, and said rolls shall be, and are hereby, made 
rolls of citizenship of said nations or tribes, subjevt, however, to the deter-
mination of the United States courts, as provided herein. 
The commission is hereby required to file the lists of members as they 
finally approve them with the Commissioner of Indian .Affairs, to remain 
therefor use as the final judgment of the duly constituted authorit-ie.~. 
And said commission shall also malce a roll of freedmen entitled to citi-
zenship in said tribes, and shall include their names in the lists of members 
to be filed with the Commissioner of Indian .Affairs. And said commis-
sion is further authorized a,nd directed to make a full report to Congress 
of lecises, tribal and individual, with the area, amount, and vcilue of the 
property lea,sed and the amount rece,ived therefor, and by whom and from 
whom said property is leased, and is further directed to malce a full and 
detailed report as to the excessive holdingJJ of members of said tribes and 
others. 
It is hereby declared to be the duty of the United States to establish a 
government in the Indian Territory which will rectify the many inequal-
ities and diseriminations now existing in said Territory, and afford need-
ful protection to the lives and property of all citizens and residents thereof. 
Sisseton and "Wahpeton Indians : That all the interest due the Sisseton 
and Wahpeton Indians on March third, eighteen hundred and ninety-six, 
is hereby appropriated to be paid at once in cash per capita; and hereafter 
all interest on the permanent fund of said Indians, after deducting the 
amount expended for education, shall be paid in cash per capita on the .first 
day of November of ea'Ch year. 
Seneca Nation of Indians: That the Secretary of the Interior be, and 
he hereby is, authorized and directed to ascertain and report to Congress 
a detailed statement of all the leases made and entered into by the Seneca 
Nation of Indians, with all persons or corporations, of all lands in the 
.Allegany Indian Reservation in the State of New Yorlc, giving an•itemized 
statement of each and every lease now in existence or force, with the date 
and terms of each lease, and amount or amounts due on each lease. 
And the Senate agree to the same. 
On amendments numbered 64, 69, and 70 the committee of confer-
ence has been unable to agree. 
R. F. PETTIGREW, 
H. M. TELLER, 
F. M. COCKRELL, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
J. S. SHERM.AN, 
CHARLES CUR,TIS, . 
GEO. 0. PENDLETON, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
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